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FOREWORD 
 
 

211 Squadron Commanding Officer - “The Bish” 
 
Summary from “Corgi Models” 
“In April 1938, 211 Squadron embarked for the Middle East. It undertook its first operations in June 1940 
against Italian targets in Libya and continued until November 1940 when the squadron was sent to assist 
the Greeks following the Italian invasion of that country. The CO was Sqn Ldr J. Gordon-Finlayson 
(variously known as “G-F” or "The Bish") flying Blenheim L8511. This aircraft was badly damaged in 
action and made a forced landing. The crew were reported missing, but were in fact marooned on an 
island. Days later after an eventful journey they returned. For this action "The Bish" was awarded the 
DFC. Very soon he was back in the air in L6670, a replacement aircraft transferred from 84 Sqn. Shortly 
afterwards, on 2nd December, he flew L6670 to attack Valona harbour and returned safely despite 
damage to the aircraft caused by defending enemy fighters. He continued to fly throughout the winter in 
what were extremely difficult weather conditions, over mountainous terrain. In March 1941 "The Bish" was 
awarded the DSO and promoted to Wing Commander.” 

 
Corgi model of 211 Squadron Blenheim Mk 1 L6670 named “The Bish” 

 
“One of that small but valiant band...” 
 
”G-F” already had 52 completed operations to his credit when the Squadron arrived in Greece in late 
November 1940. There, the workload was heavier still. By the end of December 1940, he had 
accomplished 1022 service flying hours.  
 

 
Blenheim flight in Greece (Gordon-Finlayson collection) 
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Forced-landing, Corfu 24 November 1940 (Gordon-Finlayson collection) 
The story of his triumphant return with Davies and Geary from yet another successful forced-

landing, this time on Corfu, is a minor classic.  
 
 
The tale is recounted with gusto in WIngs Over Olympus, in The Sphere, in the Official History (Richards, 
The Fight at Odds) and in Parade Middle East Weekly, where this jewel lay hidden for 60 odd years: 

 

 

 
 

RAF Crew’s Adventure in Greece (Air Ministry/Parade) 
 
“The Squadron-Leader in command of a bomber reported "missing, feared killed" has just made 
his way back to his base in Greece with his crew after being marooned on an island in the 
Aegean Sea. The return through Greece was in the nature of a royal welcome, and the RAF crew 
were mobbed at every village by the delighted Greeks who loaded them down with presents. Note 
the bottle of wine and shoes!” [Parade Vol 2 No 17, 7 Dec 1940] 
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GF & co (Air Ministry/War Illustrated) 
Duke Delaney on the left, GF centre and the unnamed Greek liaison officer often mistaken for 

Embros on the right. 
 
In January 1941, “G-F” was awarded a well-deserved DFC, the first of the Greek campaign: 

 
“Air Ministry 
7th January, 1941 
ROYAL AIR FORCE 
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve the following awards in recognition of gallantry 
displayed in flying operations against the enemy: 
 
Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
Acting Squadron Leader James Richmond GORDON-FINLAYSON (36078), No 211 Squadron. 
This officer has completed more than 40 day and night raids and reconnaissances over enemy 
territory in Greece and the Western Desert. Undaunted by continual severe antiaircraft fire and 
attacks by fighters he has shown superb courage, determination and devotion to duty. The 
accuracy of his bombing has resulted in great damage to enemy positions and transport 
concentration, and his determined leadership of his squadron has enabled most effective results 
to be secured. 
London Gazette No 35037 7 January 1941” 

 
From February 1941 the Squadron was stationed as far forward as it was possible to get and remain in 
Greece.  Paramythia had in fact been briefly taken by the Italians in their first abortive advance from 
Albania back in November.  
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At Lunch, Paramythia, early 1941 (RAF official) 
A Greek interpreter to the left, Gerry Davies second left, “G-F” centre looking relaxed, Curly 

Fabian the New Zealander next to him, and furthest right Alan Godfrey (to be the sole survivor of 
the Easter Sunday raid). From Wings Over Olympus. 

 
 

 
 

Watching Them Come In: Paramythia Early 1941 (RAF official) 
Buck Buchanan, left, “G-F”, Cliff (815 Squadron FAA), Paddy Cavanagh and Sutton.  

Outside the Operations tent, most likely. 
 
In March 1941, “G0F” was decorated again and promoted out of the Squadron to command the newly 
forming Eastern Wing of British Air Forces Greece. He flew his last operation with them on 13 March, a 
night raid on Valona with Bevington-Smith navigating and Arthur Geary in the turret. Wing Commander 
Gordon-Finlayson DSO DFC had by then accomplished more than 100 operational sorties, all with 211 
Squadron. 
 
The difficult conditions of air operations over the mountains of Northern Greece in the harsh winter of 
1940-41 have been graphically described elsewhere, and with telling brevity in his DSO citation.  

 
“Air Ministry 

25th March, 1941 
ROYAL AIR FORCE 

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve the following awards in recognition of gallantry 
displayed in flying operations against the enemy: 
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Distinguished Service Order. 
Squadron Leader James Richmond GORDON-FINLAYSON, DFC (36078), No. 211 Squadron. 
This officer has completed over 100 operational sorties both by day and night. Throughout these 
operations, most of which have been carried out under exceptionally difficult conditions, he has 
displayed outstanding leadership and skill and, by his splendid example of courage and 
determination, has contributed materially to the successes achieved by his squadron. 
London Gazette No 35116 25 March 1941” 

 
AVM Longmore’s despatch on air operations for 1941 was just as to the point: 

 
“Wing Commander JR Gordon-Finlayson DSO DFC, commanding No 211 Squadron, and later 
the Eastern Wing: A fine leader and an inspiration to his Squadron, with which he had completed 
over one hundred raids. 
London Gazette No 37729 Second Supplement 19 September 1946” 

 
“G-F” had accomplished much. The disastrous Easter Sunday raid of 13 April 1941 on which Davies, 
Geary and so many others were lost was still to come, but he could not be there to help them.  
 

 
 

Oops! 
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211 Squadron scrap book 
 
“The Bish” eventually retired from the Royal Air Force in 1963 as Air Vice-Marshal James Richmond 
Gordon-Finlayson RAF, DSO, DFC & bar. 

 
 

 
 


